Name Date

World History, Ch. 15.3 “The Meiji Restoration”

With the end of the shogunate system in 1868, Japan entered a new period of government. Imperial rule was
reestablished. Japanese leaders realized that they must change the country if they were going to survive in the
face of challenges from Western nations. The young emperor Mutsuhito called his reign the Meiji, or
“Enlightened Rule.” The Meiji Restoration was a period in which Japanese politics, society, industry, and

military were modernized.

Read the chart and fill in the missing words and then answer the questions below.
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1. Who held the real power in Japan under Meiji rule?

2-3. How did the new land tax affect many farmers? Why?

4. Why did the Japanese leaders feel they needed a strong military force?

5. What model did the Japanese follow for education under the Meiji rule?

6. What traditional Japanese elements did they retain?




